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1.0

2.0

Memos/Notices from Leeds, Grenville and Lanark District Health Unit.
Recording: No recording this month

Password: n/a

Welcome - Dr. Linna Li, Leeds, Grenville & Lanark District Health Unit Medical Officer of Health (Chair)
Welcome to all those in attendance. Summary — posted on our HCP website section.

Becky gave a brief overview of Public Health Ontario’s - Ontario Respiratory Virus Tool

The Ontario Respiratory Virus Tool provides comprehensive epidemiological information of respiratory
virus activity in Ontario, including COVID-19, influenza and other respiratory viruses. Explore respiratory
virus data including weekly case trends, laboratory testing, and outbreaks. The tool also contains
additional COVID-19-specific data including: outcomes (hospitalizations, deaths, and ICU and hospital
bed occupancy) and COVID-19 vaccination and dose administration.

General Health Updates — Dr. Linna Li, LGLDHU MOH

2.1

2.2

2.3

Respiratory Season beginning in LGL

Co administration between Influenza and COVID-19 vaccine is recommended this year.

We are moving towards routine vaccinations with COVID-19. No longer counting doses. It will now focus
on when your last dose was and if you are part of the eligible group, similar to Influenza and Tetanus.
For most people, this will be annually. The province will make this recommendation.
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/vaccine/COVID-

19 vaccine _administration.pdf

Memo - Avian Influenza Surveillance in Hospitalized Patients — Update (attached)

Eastern Equine Encephalitis virus (EEEV) - Two more horses in the Lanark area have died from EEV.
EEEV is normally found in wild birds but can occasionally spread to horses and humans through the bite
of infected mosquitoes. Similar to West Nile Virus, humans get infected with EEEV through the bite of
an infected mosquito (humans do not get infected from a horse or another human). The mosquitoes
that carry the virus are usually found close to flooded woodlands.

Over the years, there have been three human cases of eastern equine encephalitis (EEE) in Ontario.
Although rare, it can cause a serious neurological disease in all age groups, even death.

Best protection is mosquito bite prevention strategies. Mosquitos are still active, especially with the
recent warmer weather.

Symptoms are general flu like and then progress to encephalitis. If you suspect EEEV, please let us know
you are testing for it.
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3.0 Vaccines and Clinics — Erin McLean, LGLDHU VPD Coordinator
3.1 Immunization Clinics at the Health Unit — Updates

The Health Unit will not be doing any large community flu or covid-19 clinics. We no longer
have the extra staff to support them.
HU Office covid clinics — very small, only providing for children and for those unable to have an
mMRNA vaccine (Novavax).
o New online appointment booking system
https://reservation.frontdesksuite.ca/lgldhu/immunization.

3.2 Vaccine Ordering & Delivery Check-in
Influenza

First allotment of Influenza vaccine was received late last week. Orders will be ship to our first
high risk group (LTCH, Hospitals and some Retirement Homes.
For vaccine orders, please order through https://healthunit.org/for-professionals/health-care-
dental/immunization-resources/vaccine-order-form/. Order form will be updated today.
Fax machine will be sunsetting and fax orders will no longer be received by the end of October
2023.

o If you have difficulties, please email vaccine.orders@healthunit.org.
Please remember temp logs also need to be emailed. Not doing so, may delay your order from
being processed.
2023/2024 UIIP package has been realised (attached).
We don’t know when pharmacies will begin to get their flu shipments. It comes from a third
party. Typically it is a week or two after we get our first shipment.

COVID-19

Health Canada approved Pfizer XBB last week — We hope to start getting shipments in the next
few weeks. There will be a separate vaccine for children. The infant on will still require a
diluent.

We did received a small amount of Moderna XBB. It will be sent out to LTC along with Influenza
to ensure co administration.

Province has aligned the two high risk groups for these vaccines.

Vaccine Handling Information - General COVID-19: Vaccine Storage and Handling Guidance
(gov.on.ca).

There are no prefilled syringes or single doses for COVID -19.

XBB is the preferred vaccine this season. Still have a small inventory of Bivalent. If you require it,
please ask for it specifically.

Novavax XBB coming.

COVAXon documentation is still a requirement. Email COVAX enrolments
COVAXenrolments@healthunit.org to get back in again.

RSV vaccine

Health Canada has recently approved a RSV vaccine for adults 60+ -
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/healthy-living/canadian-
immunization-guide-part-4-active-vaccines/respiratory-syncytial-virus.html.

We will be receiving a very small shipment.

In Ontario it is currently only publically funded for LTC only and prioritized RH residents
Receiving in the next week and then will distribute.
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Pharmacies — should be receiving vaccine soon — COVID, Influenza and limited amount of RSV
(RX required).

o Invitee shared that a patient of theirs recently got the RSV vaccine at a pharmacy in

Kingston. Cost was $280.

The hope is to have a RSV child vaccine in the spring (currently only very high risk groups (eg.
micro preemies are eligible through specialized centers, like CHEO).
RSV adult is a good vaccine, but priority should be given to Influenza and COVID-19 due to
efficacy and what is in circulation.

School vaccine — grade 7 program

In school — grades 7, 8 and 9 starting this week.

In Health Unit clinics (early evening) grades 10 — 12 and students who have reason to not be
immunized at school.

New online appointment booking system

https://reservation.frontdesksuite.ca/lgldhu/immunization.

Memo going out to schools/parents hopefully this week.
If you get request for in office — school vaccines, please hold off until after Christmas and try to
redirect them to our clinics.
o We will be pulling coverage reports at the end of the year and will be following up with
parents in the New Year. It is more effective if we provide the vaccines in order to
ensure our records are up to date.

4.0 PPE & Respiratory Season — Jennifer Adams, Clinical Services Manager
4.1 Deferred

5.0 Meeting Adjournment — Next Meeting Tuesday, November 7, 2023 at 8:00 AM

Additional Resource

Canadian Immunization Guide Chapter Update
e We are pleased to inform you of the web-publishing of a couple of printable resources to aid health
professionals in the diagnosis and management of anaphylaxis following immunization a community setting.
e These resources align with the guidance provided in the CIG’s Anaphylaxis and other acute reactions following
vaccination chapter.
Immunization resources for health professionals: Printable awareness products

e Direct links:

Dosage of intramuscular EPINEPHrine 1:1000 (1 mg/mL) solution, by age or weight (printable table)

Anaphylaxis following vaccination in community settings: Visual aid for diagnosis and management

(printable poster)
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